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The twelve zodialogical-themed sculptures (with two of 
similar style but not part of the series) which jazzed up 
the blocks around the new “Lightcatcher” building of 
the Whatcom Museum of History and Art, from April 2010 
to the end of August, were created in recent years by 
Chihuahuan artist Sebastián (Enrique Carbajal González) 
and brought to Bellingham by the efforts of the  
Sculpture Northwest association.

When I read in August 2010 that these sculptures were 
only a temporary installation in downtown Bellingham,  
I felt an urgent need to document their “moment” here.   
Places that are temporarily transformed have additional 
mystique, both to those who are present to see the 
alternate version in person and to others who learn of 
them afterward, and photography is crucial to providing  
a glimpse to the latter of what the former experienced.

Although they had no particular relevance to their 
settings, nor indeed to Bellingham itself, I enjoyed  
seeing them here.  Some were fairly straight-ahead, 
literal embodiments of zodialogical signs, albeit in 
stylized geometric forms which are Sebastián’s hallmark, 
while others - notably “Sagitario” - required a more 
thoughtful assessment to see what aspect of the 
zodialogical sign was represented in his interpretation.

The placement of these sculptures ranged from 
Commanding to Compromised, but it was significant  
(if not immediately obvious) that from the position of  
any one of these sculptures you could see at least one of 
its fellows.  That’s part of the appeal of series artworks, 
to me:  knowing there’s a pattern, you are drawn by 
curiosity to see the whole set...and visually compelled 
too, in this case, to explore the adjacent streets for more.

In this gallery of photographs, I hope to show how these 
strong, vibrant, and very clever sculptures appeared, 
both in their own immediate focus and in the context of 
downtown Bellingham as it was at the time.
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design:  Mark Ellis Walker—CitizenWorks
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